Fucoidan blocks macrophage activation in an inductive phase but promotes macrophage activation in an effector phase.
It has been suggested that some polysaccharides play important roles in immune responses. Therefore, we used various types of polysaccharides for analysis of macrophage-mediated tumor cell killing. We report here that fucoidan blocked macrophage activation occurs in an inductive phase but enhanced macrophage activation appears in an effector phase.